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▪Ever-expanding collection of theories, anti-theories, and practical 
pedagogies

▪ L2 cultural context awareness and understanding 

▪ Literature is produced and consumed within specific cultural contexts

▪ Literature supporting language acquisition
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▪Enhancing L2 acquisition through intercultural engagement

▪Present two intercultural learning activities

▪Thesis: Literature modules in EMI teaching and learning contexts can 
complement ESL/EAP instruction and thus support development of 
academic English proficiency, cross-cultural understanding, and 
intercultural communication competence
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over two lines ▪Challenges using literature in ESL instruction

▪ Literary interpretation as critical/creative thinking 

▪Pedagogies informed by reader-response theories

(Lewis, 1961; Holland, 1975; Fish, 1980; Iser 1980)

▪Pedagogical goals supported

▪Multicultural education (Khatib, 2011) 

▪ Intercultural/transcultural learning (Corbett, 2003; Reichl, 2014) 
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▪Two Sino-Foreign universities in Zhejiang, China 

▪EMI teaching and learning contexts

▪Both universities have extensive ESL/EAP instruction in year 1

▪Year-2 introductory literature modules
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▪Choose a thematic genre studied in the literature module

▪Choose one Western text from the module and a Chinese text

▪Choose a specific critical and/or thematic issue

▪Write a 2500-word comparative interpretive analysis 

▪Scaffolding
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Assignment Description
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▪ “Fall of the House of Usher” and “Painted Skin” from Strange Tales from a Chinese Studio 

▪ Wordsworth’s “Lines Written in Early Spring” and Xu Zhimo’s “Saying Goodbye to 

Cambridge Again” 

▪ Liu Cixin’s sf novella The Poetry Cloud and Marion Zimmer Bradley’s speculative work 
“Elbow Room” 

▪ Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein and Su Tong’s Raise the Red Lantern 

▪ Mary Shelley's Frankenstein and Liu Cixin's Ball Lightning 

▪ The Fellowship of the Ring by J.R.R. Tolkien and the Chinese classic fantasy novel 

Journey to the West by Wu Cheng’en 12

Example topics 

Cross-Cultural Interpretive Paper
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▪Class 1: 

▪Prep: Students watch Franco Zeffirelli’s Hamlet (1991) with English 
subtitles

▪ In class: Group work discussing key themes; reading and 
interpreting soliloquies 

▪Class 2:

▪Prep: Students watch Feng Xiaogang’s Chinese adaptation of the 
Hamlet story The Banquet (2006) with English subtitles 

▪ In class: comparative discussion of key themes explored in both 
films 
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Activity Description
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▪ Challenges of knowing truth and reality

▪ Dynamics related to succession of power

▪ Importance of families and clans

▪ Representations of love: parental, friendship, romantic, sacrificial 

▪ Expressions of revenge and its consequences

▪ Representation of justice and its relationship to mercy and grace 

▪ Function of art and artifice (play within a play; wearing masks) 
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Topics of cross-cultural thematic comparison
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▪Chinese students struggled with the Hamlet film

▪Difficulty identifying and discussing the thematic questions 

▪Discussed the Chinese adaptation more readily

▪Fruitful cross-cultural discussions
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Observations of Discussions 
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▪Watch The Banquet first

▪Watch Hamlet second 

▪Enabling L2 learners to be experts and enhancing comprehension of 
L2 text (Kooy and Chiu, 1998)
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Considerations for future pairing of these films 
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▪Frustration at being made to watch the Chinese adaptation

▪ Inferior to Hamlet 

▪ Insult to Shakespeare

▪Presented a paper theorizing an appropriated Orientalism
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Surprising Response and Appropriated Orientalism 
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▪ Benefits and Skill Enhancements

▪ Practice language skills (Stern, 2001; Erkaya, 2005; Van 2009; Khatib, 2011; Yau 

2011)

▪ Develop English vocabulary (Boretz, 1992)

▪ Motivate learning (Ghosn, 2002; Van, 2009; Khatib, 2011)

▪ Cross-cultural analysis (Boretz, 1992; Kooy and Chiu, 1998; Van, 2009; Tayebipour, 

2009; Khatib, 2011)

▪ Critical thinking (Ghosn, 2002; Van 2009; Yau, 2011; Khatib, 2011)

▪ Intercultural and Multicultural education (Corbett, 2003; Arslan, 2013)

▪ Literature modules as complementary to ESL/EFL modules in EMI contexts 
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