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Activities: Intercultural Comparative Analysis of Film Adaptations and Genre Literature

Language education and literacy instruction have been experiencing significant
challenges as well as new promises with the development of digital technologies and
GenAl and the integration of these technologies into the language and literacy
classroom. But we must not forget that literature and the languages used to create it are
both produced and engaged within evolving sociocultural contexts. Therefore,
literature’s strategic use in language and literacy instruction allows language learners to
engage sociocultural analysis crucial to deeper understanding of the second language.
Moreover, when the L2 literature is studied in relation to the language learner’s first
language and culture, interpretation, critical thinking, and intercultural literacy can be
fostered and language acquisition enhanced.

In this presentation | discuss two intercultural activities: a multimodal classroom
discussion activity and a written assignment from two university-level literature
modules that enhance English language acquisition in an EMI learning context at a
Sino-British university in China. The classroom group discussion activity asks students
to use oral English to compare cultural similarities and differences as represented in
two film adaptations of Shakespeare’s Hamlet: Franco Zeffirelli’'s Hamlet (1996) and
Feng Xiaogang’s The Banquet (2006). The written assignment comes from a fantasy
literature module and asks students to write a literary interpretation essay comparing
one Chinese fantasy text and one Western fantasy text discussed in the module. These
activities/assessments are described and discussed in terms of the ways in which they
enhance language acquisition, intercultural understanding, and cross-cultural literacy
development.

I conclude by discussing the general challenges GenAl presents to language and

literacy learning and analyzing how these assignments, though not Al-proof, reduce the
degree to which students rely on GenAl to complete the task. Moreover, | present some
ways GenAl can be used in micro-learning activities to enhance student learning as they
engage these activities.
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